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In our words

Good things
It’s Friday, the day we take a few moments to highlight the good news in Lancaster County 

and the surrounding region. Some of these items are welcome developments on the economic 

front or for area neighborhoods. Others are local stories of achievement, perseverance, 

compassion and creativity that represent welcome points of light during the third year of the 

COVID-19 pandemic and with other bleak developments enveloping our nation and world. All 

of this uplifting news deserves a brighter spotlight.

THE ISSUE Destabilizing rebellion
continues with Mastriano

If the Ohio Senate primary 
two weeks ago provided 
some clarity about the 

ideological divisions in the 
Republican Party, Tuesday’s 
primaries often seemed 
more like a showcase for the 
distinctive personalities that 
populate a Trumpified GOP.

The Pennsylvania Senate 
race gave us an especially vivid 
mix: As of this writing, the Ce-
lebrity Doctor and the Hedge 
Fund Guy Pretending to Be a 
MAGA True Believer may be 
headed for a recount, after the 
Would-Be Media Personality 
With the Inspiring Backstory 
and the Unfortunate Twit-
ter Feed faded back into the 
pack. In the governor’s race, 
Republican voters chose to 
nominate Doug Mastriano, 
aka the QAnon Dad.

In North Carolina, they 
ended — for now — the politi-
cal career of U.S. Rep. Madison 
Cawthorn, the Obviously Suf-
fering Grifter.

On substance, as opposed 
to personality, though, the 
night’s stakes were relatively 
simple: Can Republicans pre-
vent their party from becom-
ing the party of constitutional 
crisis, with leaders tacitly 
committed to turning the next 
close presidential election 
into a legal-judicial-political 
train wreck?

This is a distinctive ver-
sion of a familiar political 
problem. Whenever a desta-
bilizing populist rebellion is 
unleashed inside a democratic 
polity, there are generally two 
ways to bring back stability 
without some kind of crisis or 
rupture in the system.

Sometimes the revolt can be 
quarantined within a minor-
ity coalition and defeated by a 
majority. This was the destiny, 
for instance, of William Jen-
nings Bryan’s 1890s prairie-
populist rebellion, which took 
over the Democratic Party but 
went down to multiple presi-
dential defeats at the hands 
of the more establishment 
Republicans.

You can see a similar pat-
tern, for now, in French poli-
tics, where the populism of 
Marine Le Pen keeps getting 
isolated and defeated by the 
widely disliked but grudgingly 
tolerated centrism of Em-
manuel Macron.

In the alternative path to 
stability, the party being 
reshaped by populism finds 
leaders who can absorb its 
energies, channel its griev-
ances and claim its mantle — 
but also defeat or suppress its 
most extreme manifestations. 
This was arguably the path 
of New Deal liberalism in its 
relationship to Depression-
era populism and radical-
ism: In the 1930s, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt was able
to sustain support from voters
who were also drawn to more
demagogic characters, from 
Huey Long to Charles Cough-
lin. Two generations later, 
it was the path of Reaganite 
conservatism in its relation-
ship to both George Wallace’s 
populism and the Goldwater-
ite New Right.

The problem for America 
today is that neither stabiliz-
ing strategy is going particu-
larly well. Part of the Never 
Trump movement has aspired 
to a Macron-style strategy, 
preaching establishment 
unity behind the Democratic 
Party. 

But the Democrats haven’t 

cooperated: They conspicu-
ously failed to contain and
defeat Trumpism in 2016, 
and there is no sign that the 
Biden-era variation on the
party is equipped to hold on to 
the majority it won in 2020.

Meanwhile, the Republican
Party at the moment does 
have a provisional model for 
channeling but also restrain-
ing populism. Essentially, it 
involves leaning into culture 
war controversy and rhetori-
cal pugilism to a degree that 
provokes constant liberal out-
rage and using that outrage to 
reassure populist voters that 
you’re on their side and they 
don’t need to throw you over 
for a conspiracy theorist or 
Jan. 6 marcher.

This is the model, in dif-
ferent styles and contexts, 
of Glenn Youngkin and Ron 
DeSantis. In Tuesday’s pri-
maries, it worked for Idaho’s 
conservative incumbent gov-
ernor, Brad Little, who easily 
defeated his own lieutenant 
governor’s much-further-
right campaign. 

Next week, the same ap-
proach seems likely to help 
Brian Kemp defeat David 
Perdue for the governor’s 
nomination in Georgia. And it
offers the party’s only chance,
likely via a DeSantis candi-
dacy, to defeat Donald Trump 
in the primary in 2024.

Unfortunately, this model
works best when you have
a trusted figure, a known 
quantity, delivering the “I’ll
be your warrior; I’ll defeat the 
left” message. The Cawthorn 
race, in which the toxic con-
gressman was unseated by a 
member of the North Carolina 
state Senate, shows that this 
figure doesn’t have to be an in-
cumbent to succeed, especial-
ly if other statewide leaders 
provide unified support. 

But if you have neither unity 
nor a figure with statewide 
prominence or incumbency 
as your champion — no Kemp, 
no Little — then you can 
get results like Mastriano’s 
victory in Pennsylvania: a 
Republican nominee for gov-
ernor who cannot be trusted 
to carry out his constitutional 
duties should the presidential 
election be close in 2024.

So now the obligation re-
turns to the Democrats. Mas-
triano certainly deserves to
lose the general election, and 
probably he will. But through-
out the whole Trumpian
experience, the Democratic 
Party has consistently failed 
its own tests of responsibility: 
It has talked constantly about 
the threat to democracy while
moving leftward to a degree
that makes it difficult to
impossible to hold the center,
and it has repeatedly cheered 
on unfit Republican candi-
dates on the theory that they
will be easier to beat.

This happened conspicu-
ously with Trump himself, 
and more unforgivably, it hap-
pened again with Mastriano. 

Pennsylvania Democrats 
sent out mailers boosting his 
candidacy and ran a big ad 
buy, more than twice Mastria-
no’s own TV spending, calling 
him “one of Donald Trump’s 
strongest supporters” — an 
“attack” line perfectly script-
ed to improve Mastriano’s 
primary support.

Now they have him, as they 
had Trump in 2016. We’ll see 
if they can make the story end 
differently this time.

n Ross Douthat is a columnist for The New York Times. Twitter: @DouthatNYT.

FIND MORE ONLINE  lanc.news/FreedomReaders

As we’ve written in recent editorials, we believe 
that banning books is anti-democratic and an 
obstacle to a well-rounded education — one 

reason being that “books that explore more difficult 
realities can help children to understand their own 
realities.”

So we were heartened to see the story in Monday’s 
edition of LNP | LancasterOnline about the Freedom 
Readers, a group of residents in the Elizabethtown 
Area School District who are taking a sensible, helpful 
approach to the alarming rise in attempts to ban books.

The Freedom Readers’ strategy is straightforward, 
writes LNP | LancasterOnline’s Ashley Stalnecker: 
“reading commonly challenged books and publicizing 
summaries that address concerns about content.”

The group, which now has more than 220 mem-
bers on its Facebook page, was founded by longtime 
Elizabethtown resident Judi Grove. It includes retired 
principals and English teachers and is opposed to the 
push for “indiscriminate book bannings.” 

We like that the group has positioned itself as non-
partisan and will welcome members from anywhere 
on the political spectrum. Debate and discussion are a 
healthy part of any process, Grove believes, as do we.

“Grove said the goal of the group is to publish online 
summaries of frequently banned books, as well as in-
formation about the material often cited as objection-
able and be ‘ready to defend and support’ the school 
district,” Stalnecker reported.

One book that has drawn scrutiny and some moral 
outrage in the Elizabethtown Area School District is 
“Me and Earl and the Dying Girl,” a 2012 novel by Jesse 
Andrews about two high school friends and a third 
friend who dies from leukemia. 

Grove has read it and said, sensibly, that she would 
trust that the school district’s librarians did their due 
diligence before placing it on the library’s shelves, 
Stalnecker reported.

“I think if my child wanted to read this for all the 
right reasons, this does have a good story,” Grove said. 
“If they chose it and the librarians thought it was ap-
propriate, I would not have any objection to that.”

“Me and Earl and the Dying Girl” is one of the books 
the Freedom Readers have read since January. Others 
include “The Hate U Give,” “The Absolutely True Di-
ary of a Part-Time Indian” and “All American Boys.”

We appreciate the work they’re doing.
Stalnecker noted that there’s at least one other local 

book club reviewing books that have been banned or 
come under the threat of bans.

Aaron’s Books in Lititz “launched a new reading club, 
The Books Not Bans Reading Group, to read middle 
grade and young adult books being banned or chal-
lenged by parental and political groups nationally and 
locally,” Stalnecker wrote.

That group meets at 6 p.m. the third Monday of each 
month at Aaron’s Books on 35 E. Main St., Lititz.

In other good things:
— Speaking of books, there’s a creative idea coming 

down the pike in the Ephrata Area School District.
The Ephrata Area Education Foundation approved a 

venture grant for a book vending machine for students 
at Highland Elementary School, LNP | LancasterOn-
line correspondent Melissa Frost reported recently.

“Venture grants are awarded to teachers, depart-
ments and professional employees to fund projects de-
signed to enhance and expand educational experiences 
and opportunities for students in the district,” Frost 
explained. “Highland’s book vending machine will 
dispense books to students who have earned tokens for 
following the districtwide positive behavior system.”

Ephrata Superintendent Brian Troop called the idea 
of students using a special coin in the vending machine 
to get a book they’ve earned as a reward “innovative.”

We agree. It sounds a little magical, too.
— Earlier this week, Lampeter-Strasburg School 

District announced the return of its in-person High 
School Heroes program, a wonderful tradition.

The program saw nearly three dozen 12th graders 
visit third graders and offer stories, show-and-tell and 
some good cheer to the future Class of 2031.

“Each Hero sat down with a small group of third 
graders to discuss their high school lives, including 
future plans, hobbies, and personal best practices,” the 
district stated in a news release. “Heroes train to be 
mentors by participating in a series of lessons based on 
positive decision making and drug- and alcohol-free 
lifestyles.”

We applaud this Lampeter-Strasburg program, and 
ones like it in other school districts.

— Finally, here’s something to take note of, if you’re 
inclined to make some “good things” of your own 
happen: Monday is Pennsylvania’s fourth annual 1-4-3 
Day. 

It began in 2019 as a statewide movement to honor 
Pittsburgh native Fred Rogers, longtime host of the 
television series “Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood.”

“Rogers continuously demonstrated compassion and 
kindness, and embodied what it means to be a good 
neighbor,” Denise Johnson, the state’s acting Secretary 
of Health, wrote in a news release. “Rogers used 1-4-3 
as another way of saying ‘I love you’ with the numbers 
representing the number of letters in each word.”

Monday is the 143rd day of 2022.
We join those who are encouraging others to spread 

kindness and do good deeds Monday. As Johnson 
writes, it’s easy to be weary, cynical and overwhelmed 
these days, “but we are all in this together, and it is in 
our power to commit to even just a single, simple posi-
tive gesture to work towards building a better world.”

You can find 1-4-3 Day ideas and activities through 
the state’s Kindness Generator at pa.gov/143-day.

Let’s all be each other’s deliverers of good thing on 
Monday.

LNP | LANCASTERONLINE EDITORIAL BOARD

Suzanne Cassidy, Opinion editor; Chris Otto, deputy Opinion editor;  
community members Lillie Farmer and Stephen Kraybill.

FOR THE LATEST UPDATES, GO TO LANCASTERONLINE.COM

Opinion Publishers: 1866-1917 Andrew Steinman   
1921-1962 J. Hale Steinman  |  1921-1962 John F. Steinman (Co-Publisher)   

1963-1980 John F. Steinman  |  2013- Robert M. Krasne

Beverly R. 
Steinman 

Chairman 
Emeritus

Robert M. 
Krasne 

Chairman of 
the Board

Thomas A. 
Murse 

Executive 
Editor

FORMERLY KNOWN AS
INTELLIGENCER JOURNAL / NEW ERA

Founded 1794

ROSS DOUTHAT
THE NEW YORK TIMES


